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NOTE ON THE MUHAMMAD AN ANGLO-ORIENTAL
COLLEGE (MUSLIM UNIVERSITY), ALIGARH
We have already had much occasion to refer to Sir
Sayyid's College at Aligarh, in connection with the develop-
ment of the new movement in Islam. The College was the
obvious intellectual centre for this movement, and has con-
tinued to be important for this and other reasons. A few
observations, therefore, on its subsequent history will be
useful. As an educational institution, it grew and prospered,
and attracted an increasing number of students, an increas-
ingly able staff. It served mostly the United Provinces and
the Punjab, but soon after the turn of the century young
men were coming to it from all parts of not only India but
the Islamic world. In 1920 it was raised in status from a
college to a unitary university. It is still expanding to-day,
endeavouring especially to build up science departments on
a par with the already well-established humanities.
In the beginning and for some considerable time, the
liberal religious atmosphere was, naturally, marked, and
decisive; especially so long as religious opposition continued
and the group at the College felt itself on the defensive. As
time went on, however, the liberalism of that atmosphere
increased and the religiousness had less and less of a function
to perform. By the time that the Muslim middle class was
well established in the country, the new point of view taken
for granted, and the new spirit more and more absorbed,
Aligarh was patently both liberal and secular. Its staff be-
came much like any other university staff, and its graduates
went out into the bourgeois world not much concerned with
religious questions ; tolerant, rationalist, and carefree. This
is typical of a developed bourgeoisie, and was the natural
development from Sir Sayyid's position. Why a parallel
development towards amelism90 did not occur generally in
the. Indian Muslim middle class, but was arrested in its
growth at an early stage and gradually replaced by an in-
creasingly frenzied Islamic consciousness, is a problem to
which we shall devote considerable attention in due course.